Politics of Voice and Resi stance
PS 5810 Seni or Sem nar
Uni versity of Ut ah

Sumrer 2007
G audi o A. Hol zner Lectures: Tue. And Thursday 6-
Ofice: 212G CsH 9pmin OSH 103
Emai | : cl audi 0. hol zner @ol i - O fice Hours: Wed. and Thur sday
sci . ut ah. edu 5-6 p. m

Phone: 585- 7988

A stupid despot may constrain his slaves with
iron chains; but a true politician binds them
even nore strongly by the chain of their own
ideas; it is at the stable point of reason that
he secures the end of the chain; this link is al
the stronger in that we do not know of what it is
made and we believe it to be our own work;
despair and tinme eat away the bonds of iron and
steel, but they are powerl ess agai nst the
habi t ual union of ideas, they can only tighten it
still nmore; and on the soft fibres of the brain
i s founded the unshakabl e base of the soundest
Empires. (J. Servan, quoted in Foucault, p. 102-
103)

What needs to be expl ained are the mnethods
whereby “tinme and | abor’ can be extracted from
bodi es, when those nodern bodies are not
necessarily physically constrained, possess |ega
rights preventing exploitation, and are ‘free
fromdirect fornms of control” (MHoul and G ace
p. 63)

This seni or sem nar explores two core puzzles in Political Science:
why peopl e endure grievances, and tolerate injustices w thout speaking
up or voicing their discontent; and why at other tinmes people find the
courage to resist, speak out, or even rebel against injustices at

great risk to thenselves. To gain insight into these puzzles we wll
expl ore the ways that quiescence and rebellion, voice and resistance
are related to power and power relations in societies. Sone of the
guestions we will tackle include: How is power exercised? Does the way
power is exercised differ over tinme and in different political
systens? How does power constrain behavior, silence certain voices,
and set boundaries on the kinds of political activities that are
possi bl e or desirable? If power works to devel op and maintain the

gui escence of the powerl ess, under what conditions can the powerl ess
resi st and chal |l enge power? The course conbi nes theoretical readings
on the nature of power with enpirical studies of participation and
non-participation in different countries and tinme periods, including
the Arerican Cvil Rights novenent, squatter novenents in

authoritarian Peru, union activity in the United States, and non-
violent resistance in India.



A central goal of this course is to give you the opportunity to

expl ore the causes and consequences of political participation and of
political novenments in a significant research paper. You will have
significant |eeway in selecting your topic and cases, but the paper
topic should relate to issues of political action and politica
participation. | must approve the final topic of your paper.

This is not a lecture class; it is a semnar. The basic philosophy
behi nd each and every class session is that by discussing the materia

and sharing ideas, we nake our individual and collective ignorance
| ess. Because student participation is integral to the course,
attendance is required and you are expected to have conpleted the
readi ngs before class and cone prepared to actively contribute to our
di scussion. A critical attitude to the reading is expected; debate and
argunent are desired and encour aged.

ASS|I GNMVENTS AND GRADES

A core objective of this class is to inprove your research and witing
skills. One of the nost effective ways to inprove your witing is to
rewite papers, honing your ideas, argunment and style with each draft.
As such, all of your assignments will be witten papers of various

l engths, including several drafts of the final research paper.

At tendance and In-C ass Participation (15%
In-Class Witing Assignnments/ Qi zzes (10%

Research Proposal : Due May 25. (5%
The research proposal is a statenment of the research question
that you want to address in your sem nar paper. It should be no
| onger than 1 doubl e spaced page, consisting of two or three
par agr aphs. Though it is useful to describe your broad topic of
interest, you should strive to come up with a very specific
research question that you will seek to answer. The proposa
should also clearly state howthe topic is relevant for issues of
power, political participation, social novenments, and ot her
topics covered in this class.

Literature Review Due June 7 (10%
Aliterature reviewis a selective and critical discussion of the
rel evant research that deals with your research topic. Yours
won’t be the first attenpt to answer the question (or a sinilar
one) you posed in your research proposal, and it is inportant to
bot h acknowl edge and consi der other scholars’ efforts. The
literature review provides you with an opportunity to famliarize
yourself with this body of work, to critically assess ot her
attenpts to address your research topic, to better formnulate your
argunents (and counterargunents), and incorporate other people’s
insights. Your literature review should consist of a short
di scussion of at l|least four scholarly sources that directly
pertain to your research topic, and shoul d nake cl ear which
posi tions or approaches shed the greatest clarity on your
guesti on.



First Draft of Final Paper: Due no |later than June 25 (20%
Submt the nost conplete draft of your sem nar paper that you are
able to provide, incorporating revisions of your research
question and of your literature review. By this tinme you should
have conpl eted rmuch of your library research and this draft
shoul d i ncorporate as nmuch of your research and anal ysis as
possible. This draft will not be graded, but you should make an
appoi ntnent to discuss the draft and your progress toward the
final paper. Though this draft will not be graded, it is to your
advantage to turn in as conplete and polished a draft as you can,
since that will enable us to provide you with nore detailed and
constructive suggestions for inproving your paper.

Fi nal Research Paper Due no |l ater than Mnday, August 6 (40%
A 20- page research paper based on your independent research on a
topic related to this course. This final draft of your research
paper should incorporate revisions made in response to comments
made by classmates and the instructor. The final paper should be
typed using a standard 12-point font and 1 inch margins on al
si des. Make sure you nunber your pages. Take special care to

properly cite your sources, to use footnotes when appropriate,
and to properly format your bibliography. Final Papers Due

August 3 by 4 pm
POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES

At t endance

Since the purpose of neeting together is discussion, attendance is
required. You will be allowed two absences (excused or unexcused)
before your grade will suffer. Beginning with your third absence

will deduct a half letter grade (i.e. an A- will becone a Bt+) from
your participation grade.

Partici pati on and Readi ngs

If the class is to work, you nust do all of the assigned readi ngs
before we neet for class. Sonme of the readings are quite difficult and
conpl ex, the authors’ argunents subtle and the inplications of their
clains not al ways obvious. After conpleting each reading you shoul d
at a mnimmbe able to restate the main argunent and how t he aut hor
goes about convincing the reader of the argunent. You should al so
strive to engage with the argunent, deciding for yourself whether the
claimis convincing, well supported, and useful for understandi ng

real -1ife phenonena. You may not understand each piece when you first
read through them | have three suggestions in this regard: 1) Re-read
the piece, 2) Re-read the piece, 3) Ask questions in class.

Cone to class prepared to participate. As you do the reading, jot down
questions that you have about term nol ogy, about the argunent, etc. to
share with us. It is likely others have simlar questions. These
guestions can formthe basis of a healthy participation. On occasion I
will also provide questions for you to think about as you read each
piece. Try to fornmulate answers to these questions before class.



Ext ensi ons and Make- Ups

Extensions will not be granted. The due dates for each assignnment are
stated on the syllabus, which allows you to plan ahead. Late papers
wi Il be penalized by a half-grade each day they are |ate.

Academ c¢ Di shonesty

Don’t even think about it. If I suspect that you have plagiarized a
paper or cheated on an assignnent | will follow university procedures
to the letter. D shonesty has no place in the classroom or in
research. |If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarismor a

viol ation of academ c honesty, consult the student handbook or ask!

For nore information on the University of Wah’s policies pertaining
to Academ ¢ M sconduct and Di shonesty see pages 11-14 of the 2002-2004
Ceneral Catalog and in the electronic Policy and Procedures Manual at
http://ww. adm n. ut ah. edu/ ppnanual / 8/ 8- 10. ht ni

Plagiarismis defined as the “use of another person’s ideas or
expressions in your witing without acknow edgi ng the source.
Pl agi ari smconstitutes intellectual theft.”

The University of U ah Departnent of Political Science seeks to
provi de equal access to its programnms, services and activities for
people with disabilities. |If you will need accommodations in this

cl ass, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the instructor and
to the Center for Disability Services, http://disability.utah.edu/ 162
A pin Union Bldg, 581-5020 (V/ TDD) to nake arrangenents for
accommodations. This information is available in alternative fornat
with prior notification

REQUI RED BOCOKS

The foll owi ng books are avail able for purchase at the bookstore and
for consultation at the Reserve Desk. Feel free to shop around the on-
line sources for better deals.

Foucault, Mchel. 1979. Discipline and Punishnent: The Birth of the
Prison. Translated by A Sheridan, New York: Vintage Books

Gaventa, John. 1980. Power and Powerl essness: Qui escence and Rebel lion
in an Appal achian Valley, Okford: d arendon Press

Payne, Charles M 1995. |'ve CGot the Light of Freedom The O gani zing
Tradition and the M ssissippi Freedom Struggl e, Berkel ey:
Uni versity of California Press.

CQURSEPACK READI NGS

In addition to the required books, you are required to do the readi ngs
in the course pack (marked by a CP in the syllabus). | have placed
three copies of the coursepack on reserve at the Marriott Library for
your conveni ence. Al though you will be able to check it to do the
readi ngs, | strongly recommend each of you to check out a copy and
make phot ocopies of the entire coursepack at the begi nning of the
senester. In consideration to your classmates, please return the
coursepack to the Reserve Library as soon as you are done with it, and
do not alter the order of the readings: leave it as you found it.
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SCHEDULE OF READI NGS

1. May 15: Introductions, Political Action, Political Quiesence

Begi n reading ahead for May 17 when there is quite a bit of
readi ng.

2. May 17: Citizens and the State: Power and resistance

Martin Luther King Jr. “Letter froma BirmnghamJail.”
(CP)

Foucault pp. 3-6, all of Ch. 2 (pp. 32-69)

Dal ton, Dennis, ed. 1996. Excerpts from Mahat ma Gandhi :
Sel ected Political Witings. Pp. 71-83 (On G vil

Di sobedi ence and Letter to Lord Irwin) (CP)

M K. Gandhi. 1961. Non-Viol ent Resistance (excerpts).
(Beginning with “How to work non-cooperation.”) and
excerpts from Gvil D sobedi ence and Viol ence. (CP)
Navarro, Marysa. “The Personal is Political: Las Madres de
Pl aza de Mayo,” ch. 7 from Eckstein’s Power and Popul ar
Protest: Latin Anerican Social Mvenents. Berkeley:
California University Press. (CP)

3. First and Second Faces of Power

5/ 22 Econom c Inequality and Power

“I'ncome Inequality in the United States: 1913-1998,” (data
tables). (CP)

Piven and O oward: “Low i ncone people and the political
process.” pp. 271-285. (CP)

Tarrow, Sidney, Power in Mvenent, Ch. 2: “Modul ar

Col | ective Action, pp. 29-42. (CP)

McAdam Doug. 1982. Political Process and the Devel opnment
of the Black Insurgency, Ch. 1-2: pp 5 35. (CP)

Scott, Janes. Wapons of the Wak. Ch. 1-2 (CP)

Garreton, Manuel. “Popul ar Mbilization and the Mlitary
Regime in Chile,” ch. 8 fromEckstein's Power and Popul ar
Protest: Latin Anerican Social Myvenents. Berkeley:
California University Press. (CP)

5/ 24 Second Face of Power

“Two Faces of Power,” Bacharach and Baratz (CP).

“Neol i beralismand the transformati on of Rural Society in
Chile,” chapter 3 from Marcus Kurtz’'s Free Market Denocracy
and the Chilean and Mexi can Countryside, pp 51-98.

Piven and O oward: “Mvenents and D ssensus Politics” pp.
286-305. (CP)

Tarrow, “Framing Contention,” Ch. 7 of Power in Mvenent.
(CP)

[Resear ch Proposal Due 5/25 |

4. Power and Powerl essness in the United States



5/ 29 Power and Powerl| essness
- Gventa Ch. 1-4

5/ 31 Power and Powerl| essness
- Gaventa Ch. 5-10

6/5 1’ve CGot the Light of Freedom
- Ch. 1-7

6/7 |Lit Review Due, No Readi ngs]

Project Presentations: 5 mnutes each

6/ 12 1’ve CGot the Light of Freedom
- Ch. 8-14

6/ 14 Foucault pp. 3-103, 126-131. The passing of torture and the
energence of “lenient” controls

6/ 19 Foucault pp. 135-228. Disciplinary Power

6/ 25 Monday June 25: Draft of Final Paper Due!
*Provi de a sel f-addressed and stanped envel ope with the paper.

7/1 - 8/ 3 Paper Consultations by appointnent.

8/ 6 [FINAL DRAFT OF PAPER DUE BY 4 pm




