THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
POLITICAL SCIENCE 5800
SUMMER, 2008

Instructor: Joana C. Odencrantz

Office: OSH 323

Office hours: M, W, 10:30-11:30 and by appointment
Phone: 581-4262

Email: joana.odencrantz@poli-sci.utah.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

International relations relies on theory to build understandings of complex realities.
Theory is alens that we use to understand, explain, and predict multifaceted political
phenomena. Theory structures our questions, premises, and proposition and helps us to
devel op understandings advanced upon relevant empirical data.

Thisis an upper division course designed to provide you with a critical and thorough
grounding in some of the major theories of international relations. Inthe course, we will
discuss paradigmatic thought and the main theoretical schools—realism, liberalism, and
constructivism, examine concepts important to international relations, and investigate the
phenomenon of the foreign relations and national security in an age of globalization.
Finally, we will assess the current state of international relations theory.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

POL S 5800 is designed for the advanced political science student and entails heavy
reading, writing, and research components. Students are expected to gain an in depth
knowledge of the current state of the field and should be able to apply this knowledge
both in class discussions and their own research paper.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Ferguson, Yae H. and Richard W. Mansbach, The Elusive Quest Continues. Theory and
Global Politics. (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2003).

Walt, Stephen. Taming of American Power: The Global Response to U.S. Primacy. (New
York: W.W. Norton, 2006)

Kirshner, Jonathon ed. Globalization and National Security. (New Y ork: Routledge,
2006).

These books are available to purchase at the University Bookstore. Also, keep up with
current international affairs. A selection of newspapers (foreign and domestic) as well as
journals will be linked to WebCT.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS.
Video Reviews (5 pts ea) 20 pts
Oral Presentation 25 pts




Book Review-Walt (due May 26) 50 pts

Book Review-Kirshner (due June 23) 100 pts.
Take-Home Final (due June 20) 100 pts.
Participation 25 pts
TOTAL 320 pts.

VIDEO REVIEWS
A short one-page review (double-spaced) of videos shown in classis due at the
beginning of the next class.

Take-Home Exam
Due on June 20 at 4:00 p.m. in the Department of Political Science. Answers should be
typed and double-spaced and be full and comprehensive essays.

Oral Presentation and Participation

Between the dates of May 19 and June 18 students are required to present the readings
and lead class discussions. You will work in teams of two. A sign up sheet will be
available on WebCT. Presentations should last 15 minutes and presenters should also
prepare a hand out for the class in which they briefly summarize and review the author or
authors under discussion that day. The key questions to ask are what, how and why.
What is the author going to discuss? How is he or she going to discussit? Why should
we care? Lastly presenters should prepare a short list of 3 or 4 discussion gquestions that
they think it would be profitable for the class to consider.

This exercise is designed to accomplish two goals. First this should help to create a
classroom environment in which all of the students are comfortable discussing the
material and have a chance to be an “expert” in something. Secondly, thiswill aso help
students to develop their ability to discuss politicsin a professional manner and polish
their presentations skills.

Students should note that the oral presentation and participation are worth the same
number of points. Every student is expected to contribute to the presentations and class
discussions. To get full credit, students must actively contribute in class to both instructor
and student led discussions.

Book Reviews

Instructions for how to write a book review as well as sample reviews are attached to
the syllabus. Thefirst review on Walt’s Taming American Power should be 5 pages
long, typed, and double-spaced. It is due on May 26 at the beginning of class. The
second review on the edited volume by Kirshner should be 7 pages long, typed, and
double-spaced. It isduein the Political Science Department Office (OSH 252) by 4:00
p.m. on June 23".



Personswith Disabilities:

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and
activities for people with disabilities. In order to establish the existence of a disability
and/or request reasonable accommodation for this class, you should contact the Center
for Disabled Student Services (in Olpin Union Building at 581-5020, voice or TDD).
Accommaodations can then be made with reasonable prior notice to the instructor.

Plagiarism Policy:

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READING

May 12: Course Overview and Introduction

May 14: Read Ferguson and Mansbach (F & M), ch.1
Walt, ch. 1—Read the rest of the book on your own and write areview.
VIDEO: BEYOND THE FRAME: PERSPECTIVESON THE WAR
ON TERRORISM; CH.1AND 2

May 19:Read F & M ch. 2
Kirshner, ch. 1
VIDEO REVIEW DUE

May 21: Read F & M, ch.3
Kirshner, ch 2

May 26: MEMORIAL DAY. NO CLASS!

May 28: : BOOK REVIEW OF WALT DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS
VIDEO: COMMANDING HEIGHTS, PART I11

June?2: Read F& M, ch4 and 5
Kirshner, ch. 3
VIDEO REVIEW DUE

June4: Read F & M, ch. 6
Kirshner, ch. 4 and 5
VIDEO: ISLAM AND THE WEST: ISTHERE A CLASH OF
CIVILIZATION?



June9: Read F & M, ch. 7
Kirshner, ch. 6, 8
VIDEO REVIEW DUE

Junel1l: Read F & M, ch. 8
Kirshner, ch. 7, 10

June 16: Read F & M, ch. 9 and 10
VIDEO: BEYOND THE FRAME: PERSPECTIVE ON THE WAR
ON TERRORISM: CH.4,5AND 6

June 18: Kirshner, ch. 10, 11

VIDEO REVIEW DUE
TAKE-HOME EXAM DUE JUNE 20 AT 4:00 P.M.IN THE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE. (OSH 252)

BOOK REVIEW OF KIRSHNER EDITED VOLUME DUE JUNE 23 AT 4:00 P.M.
IN THE DEPARTMENT OFFICE. (OSH 252)



Goal of abook review:
To display substantial knowledge of the book® content, strengths, and weaknesses, as
well asthe ability to think critically about an academic argument.

Content of a book review:
A book review should answer three questions --

1.) What is the writer of the book trying to communicate?

2.) How clearly and convincingly did the author get his/her message
across to the reader?

3.) Was the message worth reading?

Argument of a book review:

Like al political science papers, book reviews assert a claim -- they do more than
summarize what the author says. The thesis of your book review will respond to
guestions 2 and 3 above: Is the argument of the book compelling? Did the author
convince you of his point, and how significant is this point?

In considering your thesis, and in presenting your argument, you will need criteriafor
judging the book. Here are some suggestions of criteriato think about while reading the
book and while formulating your argument:

How important is the subject to the study of politics and government?
How complete and thorough is the author® coverage of the subject?

Does the author include sufficient evidence or neglect necessary evidence?
How carefully is the author®analysis conducted?

What are the strengths and limitations of the author® methodol ogy?

What is the quality of the writing? Isit clear, precise, and interesting?
How does this book compare with others on the subject?

What contribution does this book make to political science?

Who will enjoy or benefit from this book?

Organization of a book review:

Introduction. In this paragraph you should briefly introduce the work under
discussion and state your thesis.

Summary. Following your introduction, you should concisely restate the central
claims of the author. In this section, be particularly sure to remain faithful to the
ideas of the author as he or she states them. At the same time, aim for the essence
of the book: What is the author®@main point? What are the significant subpoints?
Make sure that your summary is short and to the point.

Body of the paper. The largest portion of your review should be devoted to
elaborating and expanding on your thesis. In this section, you will move step-by-



step through the criteria you have selected to assess the book; for each criterion,
you will show how the author®@effort holds up.

Conclusion. Wrap up your paper with a statement about the significance of the
book. This statement may concern the extent of its contribution to the discipline
of political science or explain how it changed your understanding of a certain
phenomenon.



SAMPLE ACADEMIC BOOK REVIEWS:

Buzan, Barry
Source: International Affairs; Winter86/87, Vol 63 Issue 1, p100, 3/4p




Buzan, Barry

Source: International Affairs; Spring 85, Vol Vol. 61 Issue 2, p290, 2p







