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THEORIES OF INTERKANRL RELATIONS
Political Scienc&800Course Syllabus

Spring Semester 2008
Orson Spencer Hall (OSH) 231
Monday-Wednesday-Friday, 9:40-10:30 am

R. Mark Bean, MA Office: OSH 156D

Colonel, USAF (retired)

PhD Candidate and Graduate Instructor Phone: (801) 947-9686 (Home)
Political Science Department, University of Utah (801) 581-7044 (Office)
Office Hours (OSH 156D) E-mail: markdouzi@comcast.net

Monday and Wednesday 10:45-11:45 am
(or by appointment)

If one asks whether we can now have peace where in the past there has been war, the
answers are almost always pessimistic. Perhaps this is the wrong question. And indeed,
the answes will be somewhat less discouraging if instead the following questions are
put: Are there ways of decreasing the incidence of war, of increasing the chances of
peace? Can we have peace more often in the future than in the past?

[Kenneth W. Waltz, from Man, the State and Wafl954]

|. CourseRationale

Since ancient times, observers of relations among international ¢entities¢ have attempted to formulate
theories of international politics that make the behavior of these entities and their effects on one
another more intelligible. The ultimate goal of theorizing about international politics is to both explain
and predict the behavior of these entities, which have included individual leaders, city-states, empires,
modern nation-states, transnational corporations, international organizations, among others. Through
examination of these theories and their development over time, we seek to learn more about how the
world of international politics works and whether the workings of international politics have changed or
evolved over time. Ultimately, can we answer salient questions about international politics, such as
those raised by Kenneth Waltz in the above quote? And at an even deeper level , just how much should
we expect international relations theories to really explain and predict international politics, both in the
contemporary international system and in the future?
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[I. Course Aims and Objectives
Aims

A Raise student awareness and understanding of the main theoretical approaches to international
relations

A Increase student understanding of the ontological, epistemological, and methodological
implications of various IR theoretical approaches

A Help students gain an appreciation of the complexities involved in international politics and the
consequent difficulties in formulating and evaluating the effectiveness of various IR theoretical
approaches.

Specific Learning Obégtives:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

A Compare and contrast the major theoretical approaches to international relations, including
their key assumptions, strengths, and weaknesses.

A Identify and describe the role of the major actors in each main theoretical approach

international politics.

Understand the historical development of IR theory and the effect of cotemporaneous events

on IR theory.

A Analyze important historical and contemporary events and periods in terms of international
relations theories, and formulate and express, both orally and in written form, arguments
concerning which international relations theories best explain both historical and contemporary
international politics.

A Evaluate the role of abstract concepts such as power and ideas in determining the shape of
international politics.

A Analyze whether there are certain immutable factors that determine international relations or
whether such factors change or evolve over time.

A Analyze the ability of IR theory (both specific approaches and in general) to accomplish the goals
of explaining and predicting international politics.

>\

[1l. Format and Procedures

The class meetings for this course will follow a lecture-discussion format, with emphasis on the

discussionside. { (G dzRSy & 6Aff 06S SELISOGSR (2 LI NGAOALI GS A\
overall understanding of the course material. Since the concepts introduced in the course are often

abstract and difficult to fully grasp the first time, it is essential that students both attend class and

prepare by doing the assigned readings and thinking in advance about key concepts to be covered.

Accordingly, class attendance and participation will be an important part of the course grade (see

grading section below).

The WebCT (Web Course Tools) course management software will be used during this course.
Important information, such as this syllabus, reserve readings, course schedule, messages and reminders
from the instructor will be centrally located in WebCT. You can access the WebCT area for this course by
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using your internet browser to go to https://webct.utah.edu/webct/logonDisplay.dowebct. Log in with
your University of Utah ID number and password, and then click on the link for this course: POL$800
sp08 ¢ POLS800-001.

This syllabus may be updated during the course, in which case the update will supersede this document.

Physical copies of any syllabus updates will be handed out in class and electronic copies will be posted

on the Political Science Department website and on WebCT. Notification of updates will be provided in
classandonWebCT. L4 Aa GKS aiddzRSydiQa NBalLlRyairoAfAide (G2 Sy:
syllabus once notification of updates is made

V. Assumptions

Since a prerequisite for taking this course is having completed a lower-division international relations
course, | assume that students have a basic knowledge of international politics and international
relations theory, which will allow us to go into greater depth and detail on the main theoretical
approaches that we will cover. | also believe that critical thinking and ability to express the results of
critical thinking clearly and cogently, both orally and in written work, are important aspects of learning.
Thus, critical thinking and oral and written expression will be emphasized throughout the course, in class
discussions, examinations, and the paper assignments outlined below.

V. Course Radings

1. General | expect students to complete all required readingst examinations may cover
material from the readings whether explicitly discussed in class or not, and understanding the
material from the readings is essential to completing the paper assignment and to effective
participation in class discussions. In the course schedule reading selections are listed for each
class and should be completed prior to the class. Because the class meets three times a week,
however, there will be some variability in when each specific topic listed will be discussed in
class. Students should therefore consider completing the readings for an entire week prior to
the first class of that week whenever possible.

Additionally, several recommended readings are listed in the course schedule. These readings
are not essential to the course; however, completing as many of them as possible will enhance
overall understanding of the course material and will be helpful in completing examination
essay questions and papers. Material from recommended readings is not subject to
examination unless also covered in class.

2. Required readings

a. Textbooks. Students should purchase the following texts, from which the majority of
reading assignments are taken:

Jackson, Robert and Sorensen, Gedrgroduction to International Relations: Theories
and Approaches3rd edition. New York: Oxford, 2007.


https://webct.utah.edu/webct/logonDisplay.dowebct
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Genest Marc A.Conflict and Cooperation: Evolving Theories of InternatRelations,
2" edition. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2004.

Required texts are available in the Campus Book Store. If students elect to purchase
books from alternate sellers, it is their responsibility to ensure that they acquire the
correct editions.

b. Reserve Readings: Several required, that is mandatory, readings outside the texts are
assigned for the course. These readings can be accessed online on the WebCT Course
[ 2yGSyd LI 3AS F2N GKAa O2 deIedionNlgbova fsrS a w
information on WebCT). The material from these readings will be included in
examinations, as noted in the assignments section below. The readings will be clearly
marked as required in the WebCT folder.

(V)]
QX
(V)]
Z
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3. Recommended Readings

a. Optional Text. Students should consider purchasing the following book, from which
two required and several recommended readings have been taken. | will frequently
draw on material from this book in class lectures/discussions.

Ferguson, Yale H. and Mansbach, RichardWe Elusive Quest Continues: Theory and
Global PoliticsUpper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2003.

If available a copy of this optional text will be placed in the Marriott Library Course
Reserves Section (2 hour reserve).

b. Recommended Reserve Readings. Some additional recommended readings will be
posted on WebCT in the same folder as required reserve readings noted above. These
readings will be clearly marked as recommended.

c. _Current Events in International Politics. | assume that students taking this course have
an active interest in international affairs and will keep abreast of current events and
issues by reading reputable news sources such as the New York Times, Washington
Post, Los Angeles Timasd Wall Street Journdhll available online; New York Times
available on week days in OSH and other places on campus). | will also periodically
post newspaper and magazine articles of relevance and interest to the course on
286/ ¢ O0AYy GKS abSéalL) LISNI YR al3rTAyS | NIA
section). In class, we will discuss many current issues and events in the context of
international relations theoretical perspectives.

VI. Course Assignmentsnd Grading
1. Exams: Two exams will be given, a mid-term and final.

The examinations will cover material fromequired readings, lectures, and class discussions.
Some material contained in readings may not be covered in class, and some material
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introduced in class may not be covered in the readings. Readings and class attendance are
important to doing well on the examinations.

The midterm examination will be given on Wednesday, Feb 2@nd will encompass all material
covered in the first half of the course. The final exam will be given on Wednesday, Apr 3(and
will comprehensively cover the entire course.

2. Paper: Students will complete a 12-15 page paper, due on Monday, April 21 The paper may
draw on any part of the course. Detailed information on the paper assignment will be provided
early in the course. Late papers will be penalized at the rate of 5 percdmt5 points out of
30) per day.

3. Class Participation. As noted above, class participation is an important part of this course.
Participation grades will not based on the quantity of class participation, but rather on quality,
based on sustaining interest throughout the course, thoughtfulness of comments, and
understanding of course assignments. Failure to attend a class session will result in deduction

of participation points from the grade for thatclas§ 8 SS G DN} RAy 3 t NE OSRdzNB &

Additionally, | will maintain the discretion to add extra credit points for exceptional class

LI NODAOALNF GA2Yy (2 | addzRSyiGQa LRAyG G201t |

4. Grading. Students must complete all assignments, which will comprise the following
proportions of the final grade:

Assignment % of Total Grade
Mid-Term Exam (Wed., Feb 20) 25
Final Exam (Wed., Apr 30) 35
Paper (due Mon. Apr 21) 30
Participation 10

Total 100

VII. Academic Integrityand Plagiarism

Academic misconduct will not be tolerated in this course. Any work submitted by a student in for

academic credit must be the student's own work. Students will strictly abide by the University of Utah
A0FyRINRAE 2F | OF RSYAO GGyiR de¢@iikBityRegdatininsf Chay. 8, Rodeh y
of Student Rights and Responsibilities). ¢! OF RSYA O YA &d02y RdzOG¢ Ay Of dzRS
misrepresenting one's work, inappropriately collaborating, plagiarism, and fabrication or falsification of
information. It also includes facilitating academic misconduct by intentionally helping or attempting to

help another to commit an act of academic misconduct. Theminimum penalty to be imposed for

academic misconduct will be a failingaple for the course.Other penalties (probation, suspension, or
dismissal) may also be imposed in accordance with procedures outlined in the Student Code.
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You are encouraged to study together and to discuss information and concepts covered in reading
assignments and in class with other students. You can give "consulting" help to or receive "consulting"
help from such students. However, this permissible cooperation should never involve one student
having possession of a copy of all or part of work done by someone else, in the form of an e-mail, an e-
mail attachment file, a diskette, or a hard copy.

During examinations, you must do your own work. Talking or discussion is not permitted, nor may you
compare papers, copy from others, or collaborate in any way. Any such collaborative behavior, either
with others inside the classroom or anyone outside the classroom, during examinations will result in
failure of the exam and failure of the course as noted above.

VIIl. Accommodations for students with disabilities

The Department of Political Science seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and
activities for people with disabilities. If you need accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice
needs to be given to the instructor and the Center for Disability Services. For information or to arrange
for accommodation, please contact the Center for Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union building, 581-
5020, (http://disability.utah.edu).



http://disability.utah.edu/
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IX. Course Schedule
Day : , Assignments
Wk Date Major Topics (to be completedbeforeclass)
Mon . - . .
Jan 7 Course Introduction/Administration No assignment
Wed I. The Study of International Politics Jackson SorensenCh 2
1 Jan 9 | Overview of International Relations theory ReserveRosenau, & ¢ KA Yy 1 Ay 3
A What s IR theory? Thoroughly;é Ferguson/Mansbach, Ch 1
Fri A Historical overview of the development of IR Recommendedsenest #2-Walt,
Jan 11 theory GLYGSNYFGA2y Lt wSt
Theoriesé
Mon | e of analvsis GenestChap1,pp.1-11;#12 | £ (1 =
Jan 14 y iKS {GFGSS FyR 2N
Wed | Methodology
2 Jan 16 A Traditional/ classic approach Jackson $orensenChap 11
A Behavioralism Genest Ch 5, pp. 257-259
Fri A Positivism Reserve{ YAUGKS dat2airidaAa
Jan 18 A Postmodernism/Postpositivism Recommendederguson/Mansbach, Ch 2
::/ I I I T T FTFTFS,
Mon /// MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLI
Jan 21 0 Nl %
.--S/ff/fsy, A

Wed Genest Ch 8, pp. 489-495, #35-Aristotle,
3 | Jan23 G¢CKS t2{-GNBORT £42 K
Human Nature, Perception, and Rationality Genest Ch 9, pp. 508-512; #40-Jervis,
_ Gt SNOSLIiA2Y YR aAh
Fri LYGSNYFGAZYEFE t2fA
Jan 25 Recommendedrerguson/Mansbach, Ch 6
Mon Il. Realism, Power, and the State System Jackson /Sorensarth 3
Jan 28 | Introduction and Overview GenestCh 2, pp. 41-48
Genest #3-Thucydides,d ¢ KS | A &
4 Wed Classical Heritage the PeIoAponnesian Wa[; #f4-MachiaveIIi,A )
Jan 30 a¢KS tank3g-KoBbesz o[ SO
Recommendedrerguson/Mansbach, Ch 3
Eri Jackson/SorensarCh'l o
Feb 1 The State and State System ReserveKrasnerz a { 2 USNBA 3
Recommended-erguson/Mansbach, Ch 5
Ig/le%n4 Reserv& a 2 NH SYUuKLH dzz
" Wed Anarchy, Power, and the Balance of Power Reserve_zv F£al X ) a ¢V FS S 'y
5 Feb 6 22NI R t2f AU0AOac
Fri Hegemony GenestY | 17 DA f, LAY Z a2
Feb 8 22NI R t2f AU0AOac¢
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Genest#6-YSY Yl Yy G¢KS |

F'\éltc)mll Realism: The Cold War and After Conduct; #8 Waltz, & { G NHzO (i dzNJ
FFGSNI 6KS /2fR 2| N
Wed Jackson /SorensarCh 3, pp. 88-96
6 Feb 13 Realism : Post-9/11 World and Critique Genest | @ YA&aaAy3dISNE
1'3S 2F ¢SNNBPNRAYE
Fri . . . .
Feb 15 Midterm Review Review/Study for Midterm Exam
l,.-" L T e N T T T
Feb s 000005537 7
Wed - M . , .
7 Eeb 20 Midterm Exant Review/Study for Midterm Exam
Fri lll. Liberalism, Cooperation, and Institutions | Jackson /SorensarCh 4, pp. 97-115
Feb 22 | Liberalism: Introduction and Overview GenestCh 3, pp. 123-132
Genest #10-DNR (1A dza s dahy
Mon and Peace¢ | mm 2 Af azyz
Feb 25 Classical Heritage Pointsé
ReserveY | Yy Z a¢2 t SNLJ
t KAt 2a2LKAOLE { 1S
8 Wed Genest#13Nye,a Ly 4 SNRS LISy
Fob o7 | Contrast with Realism t 26 SNE
Recommendedrerguson/Mansbach, Ch 4
Fri Genest Ch 7, pp. 444-449; #34 Allison,
Fob 29 | Foreign Policy 649aaSy0S 2F 5SOAaA
Recommendederguson/Mansbach, Ch 7
Mon Cooperation and Institutions Genest#l4Y S2 Kl ySz a4/ 22
Mar 3 P LYGSNYFGA2YFE wS3A
Genestl HT wdzaaSaGiax a/
Wed { 62NRE¢
9 Mar 5 Democratic Peace ReservgRecommended
al YyaFASt Rk{y&@RSNE
GKS 5Fy3aSNI 2F 2 NE
Er Reserve:Milnerd ¢ KS | & & dzY LJ
Mar 7 Anarchy Revisited Anarchy in International Relations Theory:
I/ NRGAIN dzS¢
Mon Jackson /Sorenserth 4, pp. 115-128
Mar 10 Genest:l MpY YS2KIySs ¢
AR . L . of Informal Violence, Theories of World
Wed Liberalism: Post 9-11 World and Critique {2t AGAOAST YR WGHKS
10 Mar 12 Reservea S NEKSA YSNE &
t NPYAAS 2F LYGSNyl!
Fri ,
Mar 14 No Class Work on paper assignment
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” Y,
Mon Mar 17 % e BRE/
No Clas3“
Sat Mar 22 //( /
I, 7,
IV. International Society and Constructivism
Mon | International Society Jackson /Sorenser€h 5
Mar 24 Genest#12-. dzf £ = G ¢ KS !y
11 Wed Constructivism Jackson/SorenserCh 6
Mar 26 Genest Ch 5, pp. 259-267
Fri . . " Genest#22-2 SY R X a! yI NO
Mar 28 Constructivism and International Politics (GFrGSa al1$8 2F Laé
Mon Genest#23-¢ A O1 Y SNE 6, 2d
Mar 31 | Postmodern/Constructivist Feminism ' YRSNBUIFIYRZE 1T Hp |
GCSYAYAAY FYR /2ya
12 Wed iy : : Genest#26-Y K GG 1Y da¢KS§
Apr 2 Constructivist/Postmodernist Perspective on 9/11 | FAKE YA&GE yé
Thurs " o . . Genest #1-[  LARX a¢KS
Apr 4 Critique of Constructivism/International Society wAYS2KI ySs a. Se2yR
Mon V. Class System Theory Jackson/SorenserCh 7
Theories of International Political Economy (IPE) and Genest Ch 4, pp. 191-192
Apr 7 . .
Marxist Variants
Genest#16-Marx, & a | yth oF thed
13 | Wed : : I 2YYdzyAad -lerdinNIi & T ¢
Aprg | 'neoretical Heritage GLYLISNRFEAAYTE 2k ¢
22NI R 902y2Yé¢
Fri Genest#19-1 I £ t ARIF 83 a!
Apr 11 Class Systems Theory and The Cold War I 261 LI5S e
Genest#20-/ K2Y&a1 & Aa¢CKS
Mon " '3 Ayad ¢ SNNERNE
Apr 14 Class Systems Theory, 9/11, and Critique Reserve{ £ 5 GCKS aAdol
5SSt 2LIYSyiG 902y2Y
14 Wed YI. The Future qf Internaﬂo_ngl Relations Theory Jackson/Sorenserchi0
Apr 16 | Key issues of change in world politics
Fri GenesY | Hy Cdz]l dzel YI
Apr 18 | The End of History or the Clash of Civilizations? 9YR 2F |1 A&02NRBKET
P JfLaAK 2F /AGAEAT LG
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** Paper Assignment Du&
Mon | The post-9/11 future
Apr 21 Genest#31-Ful dz8 I YI £ G ¢KS
22y Té& HMIHSNE a. S@ 2y
15 a02 2NI RT¢
Reservy w2 aASy | dzZ & ¢dzN
Wed _ _ Ferguson/Mansbach, Ch 9.
Apr 23 Course/Final Exam Review RecommgndedWS NJZ?A éVZ ac¢ K
22N R t2fAUAOCaY 2A
Wed
Apr 30 ** Final Exant* Review/Study for final exam

(8:00¢10:00 am)

X. Course References

1. Textbooks

Jackson, Robert and Sorensen, Gedrgroduction to International Relations: Theories and
Approaches3rd edition. New York: Oxford, 2007. (Required Text)

Genest MarcA. Conflict and Cooperation: Evolving Theories of InternatRelations, 2" edition.
Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2004. (Required Text)

Ferguson, Yale H. and Mansbach, RichardWe Elusive Quest Continues: Theory and Global
Politics Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2003. (Recommended Text)

2. Reserve Readings (required and recommended)

Jervis, Robert it ¢ KS CdziidzZNB 2F 2 2NX R t 2f Arniein@tiandl Sécarityt L G w
Vol. 16, No. 3 (Winter 1991/1992), pp. 39-73.

Kant, Immanueld ¢ 2 t SN1JSddzr f t SFOSY | tKAf282LKAOFE {7
Snyder, Essential Readings in World Poliflésw York: Norton, 2004), pp. 20-24.

Krasner, Stephen{ 2 @S NB A FngigndPalié@ankFgb 1991), pp. 20-29.
Lal, Deepakd ¢ KS aAadaO02yOSLIiAz2ya 2F 5S0St 2 IRG&gisino O2y 2 Y.

Economic Development: Classic Perspectives, Critiques, and Ref(@ctiammk, NY: M.E. Sharpe,
1993), pp. 233-241.

10
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Mansfield, Edward D. and Snyder, Jadk5n®cratization and the Danger of War® & Intergational
SecurityVol. 20, No. 1 (Summer 1995), pp. 5-38.

Mearsheimer,Jonn i ¢ KS ClfaS t NBYAAS 2F LYGSNYlFrGAz2y L Ly
L. Snyder, Essential Readings in World Polifidsw York: Norton, 2004), pp. 283-294. This

aStSOGA2y A& SEOSNLII S intealignil SecBiyDHKOABWERD & | NIi A (
1994/1995), pp. 5-49.

Milner, Helen.d ¢ KS | dadzYLIiAz2y 2F | yI NOKe& Ay LnyDavBNY I (A 2
A. Baldwin, ed., Neorealism and Neoliberalism: The Contemporary Depee York: Columbia
University Press, 1993.

Morgenthau, Hans X1t 2 £ A (i A QnlPblitics A& N&Etiéns: The Struggle for Power and
Peacebrief edition (Boston: McGraw Hill, 1948), pp.29-49.

Rosenau, James.NThinking Theory ThoroughlyZ & Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi,
International Relations Theqry'® edition (Boston: Longman, 1999), pp. 29-37. This selection is
SEOSNLII SR T NP Yhe B&eatifisfudydatFdreignPalidnevised edition (London:
Frances Pinter, 1980), pp. 19-31.

Rosenau, James.d ¢ dzNDB dzf Sy G / Kl y3SXé Ay pitlitedzitionald +A2 G GA |
Relations Theorg™ edition (Boston: Longman,1999), pp. 459-468. ThisselectionA & FTNRY w2 aSy'|
book Turbulence in World Politi€Rrinceton: Princeton University Press, 1990).

Smith, Stevedt 2 a A G A @A &Y IPalIR. Viotsad®MAR \E auppi, yhternational Relations
Theory 3" edition (Boston: Longman,1999), pp. 37-54. This selection is excerpted from Smith, Ken
Booth, and Marysia Zalewski, eds., International Theory: Positivism and Bey@@ambridge,

England: Cambridge University Press, 1996.

Waltz, KennethNad ¢ KS | yI NOKA O { ( NUzO (i dzNRrt@hdRober@ldmdis R t 2 £ A G A
eds., International Politics: Enduring Concepts and Contemporary |&Ues. (New York: Pearson
[2Y3AYLYS HAnTO® ¢ KA & Taedry & Dtérhafioyial Rofi¢BFNR Y 2 | £ G 1 Q2
McGraw Hill, 1979), pp. 29-49.
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