| NTERNATI ONAL RELATI ONS OF THE M DDLE EAST
POL S 5470/ M D E 5647
FALL, 2006

| nstructor: Joana Qdencrantz

Phone: 581-4262

O fice: OSH 323

Ofice Hours: M 1-2, W 10-11, and by requested
appoi nt nent

Emai | : j oana. odencrant z@ol i -sci . ut ah. edu

COURSE OVERVI EW

Theory is a lens that we use to understand reality.
As it is inpossible to exam ne everything, theory hones in
on a few key variabl es needed to understand nultifaceted
political phenonena. Theory structures the type of
questions we ask and sinplifies conplex realities. W use
international relations theory to describe, explain, and
predi ct probabl e outcones.

Two of the primary theories used as a lens to explain
and describe the international relations of the Mddl e East
include identity politics and bal ance of power politics or
realism Identity politics ains to explain foreign policy
and transnational relations through regional, state, or
national identity. Balance of power politics denies the
rel evance of identity to international relations and,

i nstead, posits that a state’s position in the
international systemis the primary determ nant of
identity.

Political science relies on theory to devel op an
understandi ng of reality advanced upon the prem ses of
relevant facts. Although it is fashionable these days to
not allow facts to get in the way of fondly held opinions,
this class requires that we acknow edge our biases,
stereotypes, and opinions in order to build an anal ysis
based upon facts.

COURSE OBJECTI VES

This class will acquaint you with two of the nmjor
t heoretical paradigns used to anal yze the international
relations of the Mddle East. The use of these theories
wi || pronote an understandi ng of nmethodi cal and systematic
anal yses of Mddle East Politics. W wll take a topica
approach that will explore the historical relations of the



M ddl e East and the Wst, globalization and the politics of
devel opnent, and explore current issues of conflict and
crises in the international relations of the Mddle East.
You shoul d keep theory in m nd as we explore these issues
as a major goal of this class is to give you the anal ytica
tools to approach the politics of the Mddle East in a nore
nmet hodi cal, systematic, and critical manner.

COURSE TEXTS
The follow ng books are avail abl e for purchase at the
Uni versity Bookst ore.

Bulliet, Richard. The Case for Islano-Christian
Civilization (New York: Colunbia University Press, 2004).

Henry, Clenment M and Robert Springborg. G obalization and

the Politics of Developnent in the Mddle East. 4ed.
(United Kingdom Canbridge University Press, 2005)

Al'l other readings will be on electronic reserve at the
Marriott Library.

COURSE REQUI REMENTS

Present ati on 50 pts
Mdterm (Qct. 2) 50 pts
Qiz 1 (Cct. 23) 25 pts.
Quiz 2 (Dec. 6) 25 pts
Vi deo Revi ews 5 pts ea (15 total)
Fi nal Paper (Dec. 8) 100 pts
Partici pation 25 pts.
Tot al : 240 pts

PRESENTATI ON

You are required to make a group presentation to the cl ass
concerning an issue area in Mddle East International

Rel ati ons. Presentations will occur Cct/Nov. Sign up wll
be through Wb CT. You are responsible for finding the

ot her nenbers of the group in order to plan a presentation
After the presentation you are required to give ne a grade
for each person in your group with a short explanation as

to why you gave a particular grade. Your grade will be an
average of the grades given you by your group and ny
overall grade of the presentation. |[If your group requires

the use of instructional nedia, you need to give ne at
| east 24 hours notice (as a business day) or make your own
arrangenments with M5 at http://ww.ins. utah. edu/



Your presentations should cover the issue area you
choose as objectively and anal ytically as possible. Wo
are the primary actors involved in your issue area? |Is
this issue often m sunderstood in the U S.? If so, how and
why? Wiy is this particular issue inportant? Wat is the
rel evance of the matter to international and regional
relations? What is the probable outcone?

VI DEO REVI EWS
A short one-page review (doubl e-spaced) of videos
shown in class is due at the beginning of the next class.

QUI ZZES
W wi Il have two quizzes covering reading and |lecture
material. Each quiz is worth 25 pts. Quizzes will be

gi ven at the beginning of class.

PARTI Cl PATI ON

Attendance is mandatory as is participation in class
di scussi on and the presentations of other groups. You are
expected to pay attention and ask rel evant questions of
presenters. This is a 5000-1evel course and the reading
| oad reflects the high expectations placed on advanced
students such as yourselves. You are required to get the
readi ng conpl eted before comng to class. Failure to
attend and/or to read will inpact your grade.

FI NAL PAPER

Usi ng one of the theoretical nodels discussed in class
(subaltern realismor identity politics) wite a 9-10 page
paper that analyzes an issue in the International Relations
of the Mddle East. |[|ssue areas include:
Transnati onal nedi a
| srael i -Pal estinian Conflict
Ameri can i nvasi on/ occupation of Iraq
Tur key- EU rel ati ons
Ol
Terrorism
Econom ¢ 3 obalization and the Mddle East (it would be
acceptable to limt the relations of one Mddle Eastern
country or region to the global econony. E.g. Persian
c@ul f, Egypt, Euro-Mediterranean Partnership)
Hydropolitics
U.S. -Mddle East Relations (Again it’'s acceptable to limt
to a country or region)
M ddl e East Relations with various G eat Powers (including
the Quartet but al so China and Japan)



State foreign policy (pick one state, e.g. lranian foreign
policy)
Foreign Aid
Weapons of Mass Destruction
The Arns Trade
If you wish to undertake an analysis of an issue that

does not appear in the syllabus, please talk to ne. It is
likely that | will allowit. |If you do not speak to ne or
follow the instructions for the paper, you will be dropped

one full grade. At |least two of your sources nust be
scholarly. Use a citation systemand use it consistently
(I don’t care which one—dse whatever style you are nost
confortable with). Be aware that the bibliography and a
cover page do not count towards the 9-10 page requirenent.

Persons with Disabilities:

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its
progranms, services and activities for people with
disabilities. In order to establish the existence of a

di sability and/ or request reasonabl e acconmodation for this
cl ass, you should contact the Center for Disabled Student
Services (in dpin Union Building at 581-5020, voice or
TDD). Acconmpdati ons can then be made with reasonabl e prior
notice to the instructor.

Pl agi ari sm Pol i cy:

Cases of suspected plagiarismw ||l be reported to rel evant
university authorities and may result in severe
consequences. |If you are concerned about unintended

pl agiarismand would like to avoid it, please consult to
various sources that describe howto cite references. There
are al so good online resources that describe ways to avoid
internet plagiarism |f you have any further questions,

pl ease see nme for clarification

CLASS SCHEDULE

Aug. 3: Introduction

THE CLASH OF Cl VI LI ZATI ONS?
Aug 28: Read: Bulliet, ch 1



Samuel Huntington, “The O ash of
Cvilizations” (R

Aug. 30: Read: Bulliet, ch. 2
Bernard Lewi s, “The Roots of Muislim Rage” (R)
Mugt edar Khan, “Understanding the Roots of
Musl i m Rage” (R
VI DEO EDWARD SAI D ON THE CLASH OF Cl VI LI ZATI ONS

Sept. 4: LABOR DAY. NO CLASS!
Sept. 6: Read Bulliet, ch. 3 & 4

THEORY

Real i sm

Sept. 11: Read, Mhammad Ayoob, “Subaltern Realism
I nternational Relations Theory Meets the Third
Wwrld” (R
St ephen Walt, “Alliance Formation and the Bal ance
of World Power” (R)

Constructivism

Sept. 13: Read: M chael Barnett, “ldentity and Alliances in
the Mddle East” (R
Al exander Wendt, “Constructing International
Rel ati ons” (R

GLOBALI ZATI ON
Econonmy and Devel opnent:
Sept. 18: Read: Henry and Springborg, chapter 1

Sept. 20: Read: Henry and Springborg, chapters 2 & 3

Sept. 25: Read: Henry and Springborg, chapters 4 & 5

Sept. 27: TAKE-HOVE EXAM PASSED OUT
Read: Henry and Springborg, chapters 6, 7 & 8

Transnati onal Medi a and d obal Conmuni cati ons:
Cct. 2: TAKE- HOVE EXAM DUE
VI DEO AL JAZEERA: VO CE OF ARABI A

Cct 4: VI DEO REVI EW DUE
Mai  Yamani, “Challenged by Exanple: d obalization



and the New Arab Awakeni ng” (R)
Marc Lynch, “Beyond the Arab Street: Iraq and the
Arab Public Sphere” (R

Cct. 9: Read: Peter Mandaville, “Reinmagining the Umah?(R)
Jon Anderson, “New Media, New Publics:
Reconfiguring the Public Sphere of Islam” (R

Regi onal i sm

Oct. 16: Turkey and the EU
Read: Hasan Kosebal aban, “The I npact of
G obalization on Islamc Political ldentity: The
Case of Turkey” (R
Paul Kubi cek, “Turkish Accession to the European
Uni on: Chal | enges and Qpportunities” (R

Cct. 18: The Persian Gul f:
Read: M chael Ryan Kraig, “Forging A New
Security Order for the Persian Gulf”(R)
Henner Furtig, “GCC-EU Political Cooperation: Mth
or Reality” (R

Cct. 23: QUIZ #1

CLASS PRESENTATI ONS:
Cct. 25: Presentations, Goups 1 & 2

Cct 30: Presentations, Goups 3 & 4
Nov. 1. Presentations, Goups 5 & 6

Nov. 6: Presentations, Goups 7 & 8

Current Conflicts and |ssues:

Terrorism

Nov. 8: Read: David Ryan, “Fram ng Septenber 11: Rhetori cal
Devi ce and Phot ographi c Opi nion” (R
Csama bin Laden, “Terror for Terror” (R

Nov. 13: Read: Bruce Hof fman, “The Changi ng Face of Al-
Qaeda and the d obal War on Terrorisni (R)
Vincent M Canni staro, “The Emerging Security
Environnent: Prenptive War and I nternational
Terrorismafter Iraq” (R
Mohamred Ayoob, “Deciphering Islams Miltiple



Voi ces: Intellectual Luxury or Strategic
Necessity?” (R)

| srael / Pal esti ne

Nov. 15:
Nov. 20
Nov. 22
Nov. 27
Nov 29:

Read: Ahnmed H Sa’'di, “Catastrophe, Menory,

I dentity: Al-Nakbah as a Conponent of Pal estinian
I dentity” (R)

M chael Barnett, “The Israeli ldentity and

t he Peace Process” (R

Read: Malik Mifti, “lIsrael and the Arab States

The Long Road to Nornalization” (R

Mel i ssa Boyle Mahle, “A Political -Security

Anal ysis of the Failed Oslo Process” (R

Graham Usher, “Hamas Ri sen” (R)

VI DEG PEACE, PROPAGANDA, AND THE PROM SED
LAND

VI DEO REVI EW DUE

I raq:

Read: Ahmed S. Hashim “MIlitary Power and State
Formation in Mddern Iraq” (R

Khal i d Mustafa Medani, “State Rebuil di ngReverse:
The Neoliberal “Reconstruction” of Iraq” (R
Judith S. Yaphe, “Reclaimng Irag fromthe
Baat hi sts” (R)

Read: *“Synposium “Qccupied Irag: One Country,
Many Wars” (R

Juan Cole, “A “Shiite Crescent”? The Regi onal
| npact of the Irag War” (R

Hydr opolitics

Read: Peter H Qieck, “Water and Conflict:

Fresh Water Sources and International Security” (R
MriamR Lowi, “Bridging the D vide: Transboundary
Resource Disputes and The Case of West Bank

Water” (R)

Hilal Elver, “Hydropolitics in the Mddle East” (R

Eval uating Current U.S. Policy and Future Possibilities:

Dec. 4:

Read: Louis J. Cantori and Augustus Richard
Norton, eds. “Evaluating the Bush Menu for Change
in the Mddle East” (R

Mohanmed Ayoob, “The Future of Political 1slam
The I nmportance of External Variables” (R

Dani el Brunberg, “lIslamls Not the Solution (or



The Problem” (R)
Dec. 6: QU Z 2

FI NAL PAPER DUE I N POLS DEPT. (OSH 252) AT 4:00 P.M ON
FRI DAY, DECEMBER 8. NO LATE PAPERS ACCEPTED.



