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THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. 
  
1. Please use the above email address to communicate with me personally.   I check it 
much more often than the email function in the WebCT program. 
  
2. It is imperative you know and understand the following: 
 

A.  An online course is NOT easy.  You have to work constantly and diligently.  
On average you will need 3-4 hours to read course materials and complete 
assignments in every week.  You CANNOT pass the course simply taking exams 
and submitting writing assignments.   

  
B. You must begin your work in this class the first day of the semester.  Many 
students put off beginning their work for a week or two only to discover they have 
already missed quizzes and assignments. 
  
C. If you have never taken an online course, I suggest you explore the ONLINE 
COURSE STUDENT ORIENTATION found on the WebCT page after logging 
on.  Knowledge of how this software operates is essential.  You must become 
familiar with the WebCT software before beginning this course and you must be 
sure your computer can function with this software.  If you wait for two or three 
weeks, you will already be behind. 
  
D. ABSOLUTELY no late assignments or quizzes will be accepted!!  The quizzes 
and assignments become available on specific dates and are due on specific 
dates.  In order to make the due dates more simple I have made all quizzes due on 
Tuesdays; all discussion dues Thursdays.  Assignments or quizzes sent via email 
will not be accepted.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO 
SUBMIT YOUR QUIZZES OR ASSIGNMENTS!!!  POWER FAILURES 
AND COMPUTER FAILURES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AS 
EXCUSES.  ABSOLUTELY NO LATE QUIZZES OR ASSIGNMENTS 
WILL BE ACCEPTED!!!!  I AM A POLITICAL SCIENCE INSTRUCTOR 
NOT A COMPUTER EXPERT!!!  COMPUTER PROBLEMS ARE YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY!!! 
  
E. The discussion board function of this course is a very important part of your 
grade.  Minimum requirement is to answer my questions.  Make sure to answer 
ALL parts of the questions using information not only from the textbook, but also  
from Power Point Lecture notes, articles, videos, and your own experiences. 
Additional comments and constructive criticism on other studentsÕ discussions are 
welcome and rewarded with bonus points. 
  
E. Your scores Ð The quizzes are graded automatically in the WebCT program 
and your scores are available immediately.  



  
I will read and grade each of your discussions with short comments.   

  
F. The midterm and final exams consist of 50 questions, more than 70% of which 
directly come from the textbook quizzes.  I strongly suggest you download and 
save a copy of each the quiz as it becomes available.  You will then automatically 
have a study guide for the midterm and final. 
 
G.  Because some course materials, including streaming videos, have large data 
volume, it is highly recommended to have an access to high speed Internet.  If you 
use a modem for Internet connection at home, you can use computers at the 
University of Utah and public libraries.   

  
 F. Install or upgrade computer software.  This course requires  

¥ Firefox, IE, or Safari (Please run ÒBrowser CheckÓ at 
https://webct.utah.edu) 

¥ Acrobat Reader 
¥ PowerPoint 
¥ Windows Media Player, Real Player, or Quick Time 
¥ Microsoft Word 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
For many of you this will be a new and exciting learning experience. Communication 
between the instructor and individual student and communication between students will 
be far greater than in a normal classroom setting.  Your success in this course will be 
directly related to your willingness to participate in the discussions and your self-
motivation to Òget the job done.Ó   
  
This course is an introduction of international relations.  Its goal is to provide both factual 
and theoretical basis in order to understand major incidents and phenomena in todayÕs 
world.  The first part of the course is designed to build an analytical foundation, based on 
which the class will look into and discuss specific issues in the second and third parts.  At 
the end the course, the students are expected to understand the complexity of 
international relations yet to make reasonable judgment on it, mobilizing both empirical 
and analytical knowledge developed through the course. 
  
I am looking forward to a lively, academic discussion of an exciting and interesting 
issues and phenomenon of international relations in the age of globalization. 
COURSE MATERIALS 
Textbook 
Joshua Goldstein 2008 International Relations .   
(available at University Bookstore) 
*Student on-line assistance: www.internationalrelations.net 
 
Magazine and Journal Articles 
In addition to the textbook by Goldstein, the instructor will assign articles from 
magazines and journals in order to provide different perspectives from the standard 
textbook.  They can be found in ÒArticlesÓ folder on the course WebCT 
 
New York Times Articles 
For the quizzes, the instructor will post articles from New York Times on Web CT.  It is 
the student responsibility to read them and prepare for the Quizzes on the date listed in 
the body of syllabus. 



Streaming Videos 
For the quizzes and discussions, the instructor will assign streaming videos of PBS 
documentary films.  Those films will provide visual examples of up-date issues of 
international relations. The links to the videos are provided in the body of the syllabus. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
1. Open-Book Weekly Quizzes 
There are 12 quizzes; each has 20 questions at 1 point per question.  Total points for 
quizzes = 240 points (20% of your grade).  About 15 questions will come from assigned 
chapters of the GoldsteinÕs textbook and the rest of the questions from magazine/journal 
articles and NYT articles.  You can read questions first and then start reading the 
textbook and articles and watching videos, looking for answers. 
 
Due dates are on the calendar and in the body of this syllabus and will always be on a 
Tuesday.  Quizzes may be taken anytime after they are available but will not be 
accepted after the due date.  
  
There are NO time limits on the Textbook quizzes.  You may take as long as you like to 
complete each quiz; however, your FIRST submission will be your score.  After you have 
received your score you may take the quiz for the second time to ascertain the correct 
answers.  I suggest you download the quiz, print it off, answer the quiz questions while 
reading the chapter or chapters, then go back into WebCT and officially take the 
quiz.  This is not cheating!! 
 
More than 70% of the questions of the midterm and final exams are taken directly from 
the quizzes; therefore, be certain to keep copies of the quizzes with the correct answers 
because they will NOT be available after the due date.  Other questions will come from 
the textbook, Reserve Readings, and videos. 
  
2. Midterm (Tue. Mar. 13th) and Final Exams (Tue. Apr. 29th) (Closed-Book) 
Both midterm and final exams will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions, more than 
70% of which will be taken from the weekly quizzes.  Other questions will come from 
the textbook, magazine/journal articles, and videos. Total points for the midterm and final 
examinations = 200 points (20% of your grade). Both midterm and final exams are 
conducted on WebCT.  Midterm is available between the midnight and 11:59 p.m. on 
Tue. Mar.13th, and final exam is available between the midnight and 11:59 p.m. on Tue. 
Apr. 29th.  Both exams are designed as closed book exams.  Do not consult any course 
materials while you take exams.   
Students have only ONE chance to access exams and 60 minutes to answer.   Because 
more than 70% of the exams will be taken from the textbook quizzes, you should 
download the quizzes and print them as they become available.  You will then be able to 
study guides for the final exam throughout the semester.      
  
3. Theory Paper (Thu. Feb. 15th) and Issue Paper (Mon. Apr. 14th) 
The course requires the students to write TWO separate but related papers.  Please send 
your papers via WebCT e-mail as an MS Word attachment, plain text or PDF attachment. 
   

*I  still cannot open docx file created by MS Word Vista.  Please downcovert your 
file into MS Word 2003 format or older if you use MS Word Vista 

 



   Paper 1 (Due: 11:59 p.m. Thu. February 15th). In the 1st paper, the students will be 
asked to compare two theoretical approaches of international relations, such as Realism 
and Liberalism, Neo-Realism and Neo-Liberal Institutionalism, Constructivism and 
Realism, or Balance of Power and Collective Security.  The paper should deal with TWO 
theoretical approaches discussed in class.    
The paper should compare and contrast two theories by:    
     A. Outlining the major arguments of the TWO theories of the studentsÕ choice (80  
points)   
     B. Comparing and contrast the two theories by discussing BOTH strength and 
weakness of  
     the BOTH theories (80 points)     
Total points for the 1st paper = 160 points (16% of your grade). The paper should be 
double spaced and more than 5 page long with 12 point font.  Students are expected to 
demonstrate his/her understandings and knowledge of the theoretical approaches by 
mobilizing the textbook, textbook quizzes, assigned magazine-journal articles (at least 
one), Power Point slides, and Instructors comments on the Web CT. Please make sure to 
cite sources for all quotations to avoid plagiarism.    
  
   Paper 2 (Due: 11:59 p.m. Thu. April 12th)   
In the 2nd paper, based on the 1st paper, the students are asked to express his/her opinion 
about which of the compared theories provides the best analytical tools for international 
relations today, focusing on a particular case (s) or a phenomenon. The paper should also 
discuss the reasons WHY one theory is better than the other.   
     A. Discuss the strengths and weakness of the 2 theories you compared by 
summarizing Part B of your 1st paper  (80 points)   
     B. Discuss the reasons why you consider one theory is better than the other with 
concrete cases or issues to support your argument. (120 points)    

*Example 1:  Constructivism is a better theory to explain the increased frequency 
and level of international terrorism than Realism.  
* Example 2:  Realism is a better theory to explain War on Terrorism by the Bush 
administration than Liberalism.   
*Example 3: Liberalism can explain globalization, which is one of the most 
important characteristics of international relations after the Cold War, better than 
Realism can.  

 
Total points for the 1st paper = 200 points (20% of your grade). The paper should be 
double spaced and more than 5 page long with 12 point font.  Students are expected to 
demonstrate his/her understandings and knowledge of the theoretical approaches by 
mobilizing the textbook, textbook quizzes, assigned magazine-journal articles (at least 
one), Power Point slides, and Instructors comments on the Web CT. Please make sure to 
cite sources for all quotations to avoid plagiarism.    
 
5. Discussions 
The course is divided into 12 sections.  As you prepare to take the quizzes, watch 
streaming videos and write the paper, each student is required to participate in the online 
discussions that pertain to the specific section.  You are encouraged to participate as 
much as you like; however, you are required to participate at least once per section.  The 
mandatory part of your discussion is your answer to my discussion questions, which will 
worth 20 points maximum. I will calculate best 10 out of 11 discussions at the end of the 
semester.  Additional points will be rewarded if you post comments to other studentsÕ 
discussions and raise important questions.  Through these discussions you will share 
ideas, which will help you, formulate academic responses to the exams and the paper. 
Your postings should be understandable.  You should use your textbook, reserve readings, 
NYT articles and videos as well as personal opinion in your responses.  Your response, 



though not formal, should be meaningful and add to the discussion.  One or two 
sentences or a brief paragraph is not a meaningful response.   In the online discussion, 
NO PERSONAL ATTACK IS TOLERATED.  WEB CT IS A PLACE FOR 
ACADEMIC DISCUSSION AND INTELLECTUAL EXCHANGES.  NOONE IS 100% 
RIGHT NOR 100% WRONG.  EVERYONEÕS OPINION MATTERS.  ALL 
DISCUSSION SHOULD BE PUBLIC AND NO STUDENTS ARE ALLOWED TO 
ATTACK OTHER STUDENTS FOR THE EXCHANGES ON WEB CT. Each weekÕs 
response has 20 points and the instructor will count best 10 responses of 12 responses. 
Total points for participation = 200 points (20% of your grade) 
  
Weekly quizzes = 240 
Discussions= 200 
Theory Paper= 160 
Issue Paper= 200 
Midterm exam = 100 
Final exam = 100 
 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Total points possible for entire course = 1,000 
 
Your grade will be determined on a percentage basis.  
Grading Scale 

95% or above = A, 90-94%= A-, 87 - 89% = B+, 83 Ð 87% = B, 80-82%= B-,  
 77 - 79% = C+, 73 Ð 77% = C, 70-72%= C- 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 

I. STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

Week 0. Course orientation and set-up 
 Read the syllabus, and understand and accept the nature and requirements of the 
course.  Set up your computer for the course. 
Important dates: 
Mon. Jan. 7th   Course Syllabus available 
Thu. Jan. 10th   1st Quiz and Discussion questions available 
Fri. Jan. 11th  Send Koji Ò I have read and understood the syllabusÓ e-mail to 
   K.Haraguchi@utah.edu 
 
Week 1. THEORY AND HISTORY 

Goldstein Chpt.1 
Krasner, Stephen 2001. ÒSOVEREIGNTYÓ Foreign Policy, Jan/Feb2001 

Important dates: 
Tue. Jan. 15th   1st Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Jan. 17th  1st Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Jan. 19th             2nd Quiz and Discussion questions available  
 
 
Week 2. REALISM 

Goldstein Chpt.2. 
Mearsheimer, John and Stephen Walt, 2003 ÒAn Unnecessary WarÓ  
Foreign Policy 2003 
Lieber, Robert, 2003 ÒThe Folly of ContainmentÓ. Commentary  

Important dates: 
Tue. Jan. 22nd   2nd Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  



Thu. Jan. 24th  2nd Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Jan. 19th             3rd Quiz and Discussion questions available  
 
Week 3. LEBERALISM AND CONSTRUCTIVISM 

Goldstein Chpt.3. 
Snyder, Jack 2004 ÒOne World, Rival TheoriesÓ Foreign Policy, 

 Nov/Dec2004 
Doyle, Michael 1986 ÒLiberalism and World PoliticsÓ American Political 
 Science Review   
Wendt, Alexander 1992 ÒAnarchy is what states make of itÓ International 
 Organization  
  

Important dates: 
Tue. Jan. 29th   3rd Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Jan. 31st  3rd Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Feb. 1st             4th Quiz and Discussion questions available 
 

 
Week 4.  FOREIGN POLICY 

Goldstein Chpt.4.  
Video: War Behind the Closed Door 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/iraq/view/ 

Important Dates 
Tue. Feb. 5th   4th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Feb. 7th  4th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Feb. 8th             5th Quiz and Discussion questions available  

 
Thu. Feb. 14th 1st (Theory) Paper Due 

 
II INTERNATIONAL SECURITY  

 
Week 5 INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT 

Goldstein Chpt.5 
Video: KimÕs Nuclear Gamble (esp. chapter 2 and 3) 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/kim/view/ 

  *You can watch this DVD at Multimedia Center, too. 
  Call #  U264.5.K7 K54 2003 
Important Dates 
Tue. Feb. 19th  5th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Feb. 21st  5th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Feb. 22nd             6th Quiz and Discussion questions available  
 
 
Week 6 ETHNIC CONFLICT AND TERRORISM 

Goldstein Chpt. 6 
Huntington, Samuel 1993 ÒClash of Civilizations ?Ó Foreign Affairs  
Summer 1993 
Cronin, Audrey  K. 2002 ÒBehind the CurveÓ International Security  
Vol.27, No.3 (Winter 2002/03)  pp.30-45  

Important Dates 
Tue. Feb. 26th  6th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Feb. 28th   6th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Feb. 29th             7th Quiz and Discussion questions available  

 



 
Week 7 COLLECTIVE SECURITY AND INTERNATIONAL LAW   

Goldstein Chpt.7 
Cobban, Helena 2006. ÒInternational CourtsÓ. Foreign Policy, 
March/April 2006 
Savage, Luiza 2005. ÒMight Really Can be RightÓ. MacleanÕs, July 18 

Important Dates 
Tue. Mar. 4th  7th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Mar. 6th  7th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Mar. 7th             8th Quiz and Discussion questions available  
 

Thu. Mar. 13th Midterm Examination (online) 
 

Mar. 17-21 Spring Break  (no assignment) 
    
 

III: INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY 
 

Week 8 INTERNATIONAL TRADE &REGIONAL INTEGRATION 
Goldstein Chpt.8 & 10 
Nicola•dis, Kalypso. "We, the Peoples of Europe." Foreign Affairs, 
Nov/Dec2004 
Video: Commanding Heights (See. Chapters 2, 3, 4, 16, 17) 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/commandingheights/hi/story/ch_menu_03.html 

  *You can watch this DVD at Multimedia Center, too. 
  Call # HD87 .C64 2003 (3rd disc) 
Important Dates 
Tue. Mar. 25th 8th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Mar. 27th  8th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Mar. 28th             9th Quiz and Discussion questions available  
 
Week 9 INTERNATIONAL FINANCE 

Goldstein Chpt.9 
TBA (Articles on U.S. subprime loan crisis and its international impacts 

will be posted) 
Video: Commanding Heights (See. Chapters 5, 6, 12, 13,14, 15) 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/commandingheights/hi/story/ch_menu_03.html 

  *You can watch this DVD at Multimedia Center, too. 
  Call # HD87 .C64 2003 (3rd disc) 
Important Dates 
Tue. Apr. 1st  9th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Apr. 3rd  9th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Apr. 4th  10th Quiz and Discussion questions available  
 
 
Week 10 ENVIRONMENT AND POPULATION 

Goldstein Chpt.11 
Steorts, Jason L. 2006 ÒScare of the CenturyÓ, National Review June 5, 06 

Important Dates 
Tue. Apr. 8th  10th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Apr. 10th  10th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Apr. 11th  11th Quiz and Discussion questions available  

  
 



Week 11 INTERNTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Goldstein Chpt.12, 13 
Easterly, William. 2001 ÒDebt ReliefÓ Foreign Policy, Nov./ Dec. 2001 

 
Mon. Apr.14th 2nd (Issue) Paper Due 

Important Dates 
Tue. Apr. 15th  11th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Thu. Apr. 17th  11th Discussion due (11: 59 p.m.)  
Fri. Apr. 18th  12th Quiz available  
 
 
Week 12 GLOBALIZATION 
  Friedman, Thomas and Robert Kaplan 2002. ÒStates of DiscordÓ Foreign 

 Policy, Mar/Apl2002 
Video: Is Wal-Mart Good for America (Watch 4th and 5th parts) 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/walmart/view/ 

Important Dates 
Tue. Apr. 22nd  12th Quiz due (11: 59 p.m.)  
 

Tue. Apr. 29th Final Exam due (11:59 p.m.) 
    

 
Persons with Disabilities 
The University of Utah Political Science Department seeks to provide equal access to 
programs, services and activities for people with disabilities.  If you need 
accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the instructor 
and to the Center for Disability Services, http:disability.utah.edu/, 162 Olpin Union Bldg, 
581-5020 (V/TDD) to make arrangements for accommodations. This information is 
available in alternative format with prior notification. 
 
Plagiarism Warning 
This course adopts zero-tolerance policy in regard to plagiarism cases. Plagiarism, using 
othersÕ work without proper citation, is a serious offense. It is also considered academic 
dishonesty to turn in your own papers for more than one course. Plagiarism cases will be 
reported to relevant authorities and may result in extremely severe consequences. Since 
written work is part of the course requirements, you may need to consult to various 
sources that describe how to cite references. Plagiarism has become an issue particularly 
at the age of internet; one can just copy and paste entire papers or portions of papers in a 
matter of seconds. Just changing the wording of the passages you use does not save you 
from plagiarizing. You need to refer to any source even if it is an internet one. If you 
have any further questions, please see me for clarification before it is too late. 


