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This course is designed as a generd introduction to the study of internationd relations. The
course will examine the underlying forces that shape and condrain how dates behave in the
international system, why dtates sometimes depart from the rationd actor mode, recurring
patterns in history, and whether one can predict greater conflict or cooperation in the coming
decades. This course will develop an andytic framework to examine some of the micro and
macro sources of conflict and cooperation. We will use a levels of andysis gpproach to
examine the impact of individuas, domestic condraints, and systemic pressures on internaiond
relaions.

Course Reading
Always bring the assigned reading for the week to class since we will often refer to specific
sections, tables, charts, graphs, etc.

Required reading is avalable a the Univerdty Book Store and the Marriott Library reserve
desk. If any of the assigned reading is unavailable, contact me immediatdy viaemail and | will
resolve the problem @&even.lobel@poli-sci.utah.edu). The eectronic reserve ER) can be
accesed online viathe Marriot Library. For Electronic copies click on the Electronic Copy
link. Mog items require that you have Adobe Acrobat Reader ingtalled. The rest of the
reserve reading can be checked out from Genera Reserve (ML) [Reserve, One Hour, Leve 1].
Some course reading will be on Reserve (R), requiring you to copy the materid at thelibrary.

-Bruce Russett, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsella, World Politics. The Menu for Choice 8"
edition (RS).

Course Grades

Course grades will be based on exams (75 percent; one in class @ 30% and acumulative find
@ 45%) and participation in dass (25 percent)). We will have severd class discussions and a
class debate. For the class discussons, questions are available a  hitp:/Amww.poli-
sci.utah.edu/~d obell and the answers will be due at the beginning of lecture (no late answers will
be accepted). The course lecture will not cover dl of the assgned readings. You will be
accountable for both lecture and readings on the exams. No late exams will be given without
prior consent. All grade disputes must be in writing.

Class Participation
Class atendance is mandatory. If you are unable to attend a class please contact me ahead of
time. It is important to remember that people will have different interpretations of the same



evidence and that disagreements and debate are likely to abound. However, persond attacks
on other students will not be accepted.

Class and University Policies

All parts of the research paper are due on the date indicated. Late submissons will be
pendized. You may not submit assgnments via emall or fax. Only students with documented
and legitimate excuses will be exempt from this policy. Plagiarism involves daming another
person’s work as your own and will result in failing the course. While students are encouraged
to discuss the course materid in smal groups, you must submit work thet is your own. The
research paper must use footnotes or endnotes to document al direct quotations and
paraphrases, and the work of other authors.

Univerdty policy is as follows “All students are expected to maintain professona behavior in
the classroom setting, according to the Student Code, spelled out in the Student Handbook.

Students have specific rights in the classroom as detailed in Article 111 of the Code. The Code
aso specifies proscribed conduct (Article X1) that involves cheating on tests, plagiarism, and/or
colluson, as wel as fraud, theft, etc. Students should read the Code carefully and know they
are respongble for the content. According to Faculty Rules and Regulations, it is the faculty
responsbility to enforce responsible casssroom behaviors, and | will do so, beginning with
verba warnings and progressing to dismissal from and class and afalling grade. Students have
the right to gpped such action to the Student Behavior Committee.”

Studentswith Special Needs
If you will need accommodations in the class, prior notice needs to be given to the Center for
Disability Services, 162 Union Building, 581-5020 (V/TDD).

|. International Level of Analysis

5/21 Two Approachesto International Relations: Levelsof Analysis, and Realism,
Liberalism, Radicalism (Marxism). What are the 6 levels of andyss? What isredism,
liberalism, and radicaism? Who isthe main actor in each approach and how do these
approaches differ?

-Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdla, World Politics. The Menu for Choice,
Chapters 1 and 2 (also see pp. 343-346).

International Actors; Nation-State and Non-State Actors; What are |GOs and NGOs?
What is sovereignty? What is nationalism? What is the Treety of Westphdia? What is the
nation-state?

-Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Palitics. The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 3.

-Richard Rosecrance, “Patterns of International History.” (25-59, ER = Marriott Electronic
Reserve)



5/23 TheInternational System: Anarchy, Sdf-Help, Security Dilemma: How does
anarchy result in the security dilemma? How does the security dilemma result in unintended
hodtility spiras? What is self hep? What factors ameliorate or exacerbate the security
dilemmea?

-Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdla, World Palitics: The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 9.

-"Missles Bring War Home,” The Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/97. (distributed in class)

Power and Structure: What is power? What are the different measurements of power? Is
military power fungible? How many great powers are there today?

-Russett and Starr Chapter 5.
-Part of Video America’s Number One: Now What?

5/30 Parity versus Preponderance: What is azero-sum game? What is sability? Why and
how do states balance? What are Morton Kaplan's rules for the balance of power model and
when iswar most likely to occur? What isthe Long Cycle and Power Transtion model and
when iswar most likely to occur?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 4 and Chapter 8.

Debate: Should the U.S. continueto play therole of global sheriff in the coming
decades?

(Each section needs at least 5 members: Issue 2 minutes, Pro 4 minutes, Con 4 minutes,
Rebuttal Pro 3 minutes, Rebuttal Con 3 minutes, Policy 3minutes, Recorder)

Electronic Reserve Reading
-G. John Ikenberry, “America s Imperid Ambition.”
-Chrigtopher Layne, “ Offshore Balancing Revisited.”

-(skim) Immanuel Wdlergein, “ The Eagle Has Crash Landed.”
-(skim) John Lewis Gaddis, “Grand Strategy of Transformation.”
-(skim) Andrew Bacevich, “New Rome, New Jerusalem.”

-Nationa Security Strategy for the United States of America (March, 2006;
http:/Aww.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss/2006)

Part of Video America’s Number One: Now What?



Bipolarity vs Multipolarity: Which distribution of Power is more stable and why? What is
collective security and how doesiit differ from balance of power?

-Russett and Starr Chapter 4 (especidly pp. 77-87).

Assignment 1
-John Mearsheimer “Why we will soon missthe Cold War.” (44-61, ER); Class discusson
(answersto questions due a beginning of class, for assignment 1).

-Extra credit: Write atwo page paper on any United Nations peacekeeping operation

6/4 Barriersto Cooperation: Prisoner’s Dilemma and Collective Action Problems:
What isthe Prisoner’s Dilemma and why do states defect? What is the free-rider problem?
What is the tragedy of the commons?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Palitics: The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 9 (especialy pp. 245-254, security dilemma); Chapter 13 (pp.
384-393, callective goods); Chapter 16 (pp. 479-490, tragedy of the commons).

Overcoming the Barriersto Cooperation: Liberalism, International Law,

I nter dependence, and I nter national Regimes. What do liberals argue is the primary barrier
to cooperation and how does this differ from redism? What is GRIT and TFT? How do
international regimes discourage defection? What services does the hegemon provide
unilateraly to overcome the Prisoner’s Dilemma?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 10 and 13.

-Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1999 ("U.Sand Russia To Detect Test,” New York Times,
9/2/99; didtributed in class).

Assignment 2
-Janis Gross Stein, “Detection and Defection” (59-78, ER); Class discussion on International
Regimes (answers to questions due a beginning of class for assgnment 2).

Mid-term Exam (30 percent, one hour exam at beginning of class on 6/6)

I1. Domestic Level of Analysis: Statist versus Societal Constraints

6/6 Regime Type (Democratic Peace) and the“End of History” Economic System:
M ar xism-L eninism ver sus Capitalism and Trading States. Does capitalism promote
cooperation or conflict? What isthe OECD and what is a security community? According to
Marx, who are the primary actors in world politics?



- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics: The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 11.

-Anthony Lake, “From Containment to Enlargement.” (September 21, 1993;
http:/Aww.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/lakedoc.html)

-Bruce Russatt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdla, World Palitics The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 8 (pp. 203-209).

Assignment 3
-Francis Fukuyama “The End of History?’ (5-18, ER); Class discussion (answers to questions
due & beginning of class, for assgnment 3).

Domestic Congraints: Interest Groups, Public Opinion, Ethnic Conflict: What isthe
military industrid complex? Are wars popular? |s public opinion controlling or controlled?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics: The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 6 and 8 (especidly pp. 216-220, ethnopalitics).

-"Arms Contractors Spend to Promote NATO Expansion” (New York Times, 3/30/98;
distributed in class).

Assignment 4
-Sammue Huntington “The Clash of Civilizations?” (ER); Class discussion (answersto
questions due at beginning of class for assgnment 4).

6/11 North-South: Dependency versus Modernization Theory (lecture dropped if
insufficient time): What are the main barriersto indudtridization? What are primary products
and terms of trade?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 15.

Bureaucratic Palitics, SOPs, Group Think

When do individua decision makers matter? What does “were you stand depends on where
you St” mean? What is the difference between bureaucratic politics and group think? Why do
large organizations need SOPs? What are some safeguards againgt group think?

-Video The Grand Design, (Y es Prime Miniger).

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 7 (pp. 163-181)

-"China Computer Sdle Causes Split" (short article distributed in dlass).



-Classdiscusson: Apply the Bureaucratic Politics model, SOPs, and Group Think modd to the
US decison to bomb Sudan in 1998 ("US Decision to Strike the Pharmaceutica Factory in the
Sudan was Based on Surmise" New York Times, 9/20/98, distributed in class).

[11. Individual Level of Analysis

6/13 Rational Actor Moddl, Cognitive Traits: Operational Code, Fundamental
Attribution Error, Misperception How did the beliefs of Dulles and Kissinger affect
American foreign policy

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 7 (especialy pp. 181-192) and Chapter 8 (197-199, human aggression).

-“Explaning Saddam Hussain: a Psychologica Profile,” Dr. Jerrold M. Post, presented to the
House Armed Services Committee December 1990

(http:/Aww.au.af .mil/au/awc/awcgatelirag/saddam_post.htm).

-“Addiction, Brain Damage and the President ‘ Dry Drunk’ Syndrome and George W. Bush,”
Katherine Van Worm (http:/Awww.counterpunch.org/wormer1011.html).

-Classdiscusson: "U.S. Blundered on Intelligence, Officids Admit" and "C.I.A.: Study Detalls
Failure Scouring of System is Urged,” New York Times (distributed in class)

Deterrence Theory, Arms Control, and Proliferation: Why is deterrence at the
psychologica levd? Why is second drike capability stabilizing? What is the difference between
arms control and arms reduction?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 9.

-Brief class discusson on the stabilizing impact of nuclear wegpons: John Mearsheimer “Why
We will Soon Missthe Cold War.” (44-61, ER).

V. Trans-national |ssues

6/18 Environment and Resources: Tragedy of the Commonsand Lateral Pressure:
What is globa warming and ozone depletion? What islaterd pressure and how does it
contribute to war?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsdlla, World Politics: The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 16.




Military, Economic, and Diplomatic Statecr aft: What is the difference between a boycott
and an embargo? When do economic sanctions succeed? What was the Alliance for Progress
and what was its purpose?

- Bruce Russtt, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsella, World Politics: The Menu for Choice,
Chapter 12.

6/20
Final Exam (45 per cent)



