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POLS 2100-003 INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

Koji Haraguchi              
Office: OSH 156D             Spring 2008 
Hours: M, W:5:00-6:00 p.m. or by appointment              M/W6:00-7:20 PM  
Phone: 581-7044               BEH S 108  
E-mail: k.haraguchi@utah.edu 
              
This course is an introduction of international relations.  Its goal is to provide both factual 
and theoretical biases in order to understand major incidents and phenomena in todayÕs 
world.  The first part of the course is designed to build an analytical foundation, based on 
which the class will look into and discuss specific issues in the second and third parts.  At 
the end the course, the students are expected to understand the complexity of 
international relations yet to make reasonable judgement on it, mobilizing both empirical 
and analytical knowledge developed through the course. 
 
Course Requirements 
The students are required to participate in one debate, take TWO exams, and to write 
TWO short papers. 
 
Debates 
 The class will have 5-6 debates.  Each debate has 6 discussants and 1 moderator.  
The discussants were divided into two groups and the instructor will decide which side 
takes Pro and Con position at the beginning of the semester.  The debate team is expected 
to work together to prepare the assigned debate by reading required readings and 
researching additional sources.  Each student, including the moderator, is required to find 
AND share an additional article to support your argument by a week before the debate.  
Then each side meets among themselves to come up with division of labor before the 
debate.  During the pre-debate meeting, you are supposed to come up with; 

• 3 strongest points of your side, based on which you build the main argument 
• 3 weakest points of other sides so that you can ask the most intriguing questions 
• 3 weakest points of your side to prepare for the questions from other side 

 
Each debate has to  parts below:  
 A. Argument from Pro-side (5 minute) 
 B. Argument from Con-side (5 minutes) 
 C. Q and A between Pro and Con sides (10minutes) 
 D. Verdict by the rest of the class and conclusion by moderator 
 
Midterm and Final Exams 

Students will be asked to answer 50 multiple-choice or T/F questions in both 
exams.  The midterm exam will cover chapters 1 through 7, reserve readings, and 
corresponding lectures.  The questions of the final exam will come from chapters 8 
through 13, reserve readings, and corresponding lectures.  
 
Theoretical Paper 

 In the 1st paper, the students will be asked to compare two theoretical approaches 
of international relations, such as Realism and Liberalism, Neo-Realism and Neo-Liberal 
Institutionalism, Constructivism and Realism, or Balance of Power and Collective 
Security.  The paper should deal with TWO theoretical approaches discussed in class.   
The students are expected to compare and contrast two theories by:   
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A. Outlining the major arguments of the TWO theories of the studentsÕ choice (40  
points) 
B. Comparing and contrast the two theories by discussing BOTH strength and 
weakness of the BOTH theories (60 points)    

Total points for the 1st paper = 100 points. The paper should be double spaced 5 to 8 
page long with 12-point font.  Students are expected to demonstrate his/her 
understandings and knowledge of the theoretical approaches by mobilizing the textbook, 
reserve readings (at least one), Power Point slides, and lecture. Please make sure to cite 
sources for all quotations to avoid plagiarism.   
 
Debate Paper 

 Based on the debate you participate in, students are asked to write a paper from 
the OPPOSEITE position from what they would take in the debate.  For this purpose, it is 
very important to listen to other sides while you are engaging in the debate.  It will be a 
good idea to exchange notes and readings with your opposing debate team.  A moderator 
can pick a side based on the debate. 

 A. Arguments from Pro-side (30 points) 
 B. Arguments from Con-side (30 points) 
 C. Your judgment, why one side is better than the other (20 points) 

 
Class attendance is mandatory.  Students are expected to prepare and engage in class 
discussion actively.  The instructor will take attendance at random.   
 
Please note that there are no make-up assignments in this course. If you anticipate having 
a scheduling conflict you should see me as soon as possible to make alternative 
arrangements in advance.  In the case of an emergency or some other extenuating 
circumstance, alternative assignments will be given after careful consideration by the 
instructor. 
 
Midterm Exam 100 points 
Final Exam 100 points 
Theory Paper 100 points 
Debate Paper   100 points (20 points for debate and 80 points for paper) 
-------------------------------------------------------  
Total points possible for entire course = 500    

 
Your grade will be determined on a percentage basis.  Grading Scale is:             
     95% or above = A, 90 - 94% = A-, 87 Ð 89% = B+, 83 Ð 86 % = B, 80 Ð 82 % = B-,  
     77 Ð 79% = C+, 73 Ð 76 % = C, 70 Ð 72 % = C-, 67 Ð 69% = D+, 63 Ð 66 % = D,  
      60 Ð 62 % = D-,  59% or below F 
 
 
Course Materials 
Joshua Goldstein 2008 International Relations Brief 4th edition; student on-line 
assistance: www.internationalrelations.net 
 
WebCT: Reserve Readings, Power Point Lecture Notes, your scores will be posted on the 
course WebCT.  The instructors will use WebCT e-mail to communicate with the entire 
class. 
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Schedule 
 
Jan.7   COURSE OVERVEIW AND INTRODUCTION 
   

I. ANALYSIS OF INTERNTIONAL RELATIONS 
 
Jan. 9 Study of International Relations 

Goldstein Chpt.1 
  
Jan. 14  History of International Relations 

Goldstein Chpt.1 
Krasner, Stephen 2001. ÒSOVEREIGNTYÓ Foreign Policy,  

 
Jan. 16  THEORY1: Realism 

Goldstein Chpt. 2 
Morgenthau, Hans1993 ÒA Realist Theory of International PoliticsÓ Politics 
Among Nations Brief ed.  

 Baldwin, David 1993 ÒIntroductionÓ in Neorealism and Neoliberalism 
 
Jan. 21. No class (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 
    
Jan. 23  Theory 2: Liberalism 
 Goldstein Chpt. 3 
 Doyle, Michael 1986 ÒLiberalism and World PoliticsÓ American Political  
 Science Review Vol. 80 No.4 
 
Jan. 28 Theory 3: Constructivism 
 Goldstein Chpt. 3 

Wendt, Alexander  1992ÒAnarchy is what states make of itÓ. International 
Organization. Vol.46, No.2  
 

Jan. 30  Foreign Policy 
 Goldstein Chpt.3 
 Video: War Behind the Closed Door  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/iraq/view/ 
 
Feb 4  Review of Theories 
 Snyder, Jack 2004 ÒOne World, Rival TheoriesÓ Foreign Policy, Nov/Dec2004 

Jervis, Robert 2002 ÒTheories of War in an Era of Leading-Power PeaceÓ 
American Political Science Review Vol. 96, No. 1 March 2002 

 
 

II.  INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 
Feb. 6 International Conflict  
 Goldstein Chpt.4 

Cronin, Audrey  K. 2002 ÒBehind the CurveÓ International Security  Vol.27, 
No.3(Winter 2002/03) Read pp.30-45.  The rest is optional 

 Theory Paper Due 
 

Feb.11 Debate 1 Iraq War and War on Terrorism 
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Mearsheimer, John and Stephen Walt, 2003 ÒAn Unnecessary WarÓ Foreign 
Policy 2003  
Lieber, Robert, 2003 ÒThe Folly of ContainmentÓ. Commentary   

 
Feb.13 Military Forces 
 Goldstein Chpt. 4 
 Video: KimÕs Nuclear Gamble 
 
Feb. 18 No class (PresidentÕs Day) 
 
Feb. 20 Debate 2: Clash of Civilizations 
 Huntington, Samuel 1993 ÒClash of Civilizations ?Ó Foreign Affairs  

Ajami, Fouad.  1993 ÒThe Summoning. ÒForeign Affairs, Sep/Oct93 
 
Feb. 25. International Organization and Law 
 Goldstein Chpt. 6 
 
Feb. 27 Midterm Examination 
 

III.  INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY 
 
Mar.3 Theories of IPE 
 Goldstein Chpt. 5 
 
Mar. 5 International Trade 
 Goldstein Chpt. 5 
  
Mar.10 Money and Business 
 Goldstein Chpt. 5 
 Video: Commanding Heights (Chapters 2, 3, 4, 16, 17) 
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/commandingheights/hi/story/ch_menu_03.html      
  
Mar. 12 Debate 3: Globalization 

Keohane, Robert and Joseph Nye, Jr. 2000 ÒGlobalization: WhatÕs New and 
WhatÕs Not (And So What?)Ó Foreign Policy, Spring 2000 
Globalization Index Foreign Policy, Spring 2006 
Readings: Friedman, Thomas and Robert Kaplan 2002. ÒStates of DiscordÓ 
Foreign Policy, Mar/Apl2002 

  
Mar.17 and 19 No class (spring break) 
 
Mar. 24 Regional Integration 
 Goldstein Chpt. 5 
Mar.26 Environment and Population 
 Goldstein Chpt. 8 
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 Video: World in the Balance 
  
Mar. 31 Debate 4: Rise of China 

Brzezinski, Zbigniew and John J. Mearsheimer 2005 ÒClash of the TitansÓ 
Foreign Policy (January/February 2005) 
Kharas, Homi 2005 Lifting All Boats Foreign Policy (January/February 2005) 

 
Apr.2  North South Gap 
 Goldstein Chpt.7 
  
Apr. 7 Debate 5:  International Aid 
 Easterly, William ÒThe Cartel of Good IntentionsÓ. Foreign Policy, Jul/Aug2002 
 Ò2006 Ranking the RichÓ Foreign Policy, Sept/Oc2006 
 
Apr. 9 INTERNTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 Goldstein Chpt.7 
 
Apr. 14  Debate Paper Due  
 No class. Bring your paper to KojiÕs office (OSH 156D) between 6:00 and 7:20 
 
Apr. 16 Conclusion 
 
Apr. 21 Final Review 
 
Apr. 23 Final Examination 
 
 
Persons with Disabilities 
The University of Utah Political Science Department seeks to provide equal access to 
programs, services and activities for people with disabilities.  If you need 
accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the instructor 
and to the Center for Disability Services, http:disability.utah.edu/, 162 Olpin Union Bldg, 
581-5020 (V/TDD) to make arrangements for accommodations. This information is 
available in alternative format with prior notification. 
 
Plagiarism Warning 
This course adopts zero-tolerance policy in regard to plagiarism cases. Plagiarism, using 
othersÕ work without proper citation, is a serious offense. It is also considered academic 
dishonesty to turn in your own papers for more than one course. Plagiarism cases will be 
reported to relevant authorities and may result in extremely severe consequences. Since 
written work is part of the course requirements, you may need to consult to various 
sources that describe how to cite references. Plagiarism has become an issue particularly 
at the age of internet; one can just copy and paste entire papers or portions of papers in a 
matter of seconds. Just changing the wording of the passages you use does not save you 
from plagiarizing. You need to refer to any source even if it is an internet one. If you 
have any further questions, please see me for clarification before it is too late 


