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| . Course Overview

This course is introduces students to political science by
| ooki ng at several aspects of Anerica such as: the
fundanmental ideals of freedom order and equality; the
structure of our national governnent; the various ways
people interact with the national government; the conflicts
over equality and civil rights, and order and civil

| i berties; and the chall enges of devel oping public policy

I n such areas as econom c policy, donestic policy and

gl obal policy. Current issues like Social Security reform
tax reform health care, and terrorism and the war in Iraq
will be used as case studies to bring the concepts taught
in class and the text to life.

Il1. Calendar of C asses

May 16 Chapter 1: Freedom Order, or Equality
Chapter 2: Majoritarian or Pluralist Denocracy
Chapter 3: The Constitution
23 Chapter 4: Federalism
Chapter 5: Public Opinion and Political

Soci al i zati on

Chapter 6: The Medi a
Hand out Test #1: Test covers: Janda - Parts |

and |1



30

June 06

MEMORI AL DAY - NO CLASS

Chapter 7. Participation and Voting Chapter 8:

Political Parties

13

20

27

July 04

11

18

24

August

[11. Books,

Books: 1.

Chapter 8. Political Parties
Chapter 9: Nom nations, Elections, and Canpai gns
Return Test #1

Chapter 10: Interest G oups

Chapter 11: Congress

Chapter 12: The Presidency

Hand out Test #2: Test covers: Text - Part 111

Chapter 13: The Bureaucracy
Chapter 14: The Courts
Return Test #2

Chapter 15: Order and Civil Liberties
Chapter 16: Equality and Cvil Rights
Chapter 17: Policymaking
Hand out Test #3:. Test covers:
Text - Part 1V

| NDEPENDENCE DAY - NO CLASS

Chapter 18: Econom c Policy

Chapter 19: Domestic Policy

Chapter 20 d obal Policy

Anmerica: The Unusual (Al Chapters)

Hand out Test #4: Test covers: Text - Part V and
Vl; and Anerica the Unusual all chapters

Pl ONEER DAY - NO CLASS

01 FI NAL EXAM

Tests and Qther Inportant Information

Kenneth Janda, et. al., The Chall enge of Denocracy:




Government in Anerica, (Houghton Mfflin Conpany, 8th
Edition, 2003). This popular college text has two nmain
themes: The first is the conflict between three val ues
that are a significant part of the Anerican political
debate - freedom societal order and equality. The
second thene focuses on the tensions between two

vi sions of American denocracy - pluralism and
maoritariani sm

2. John W Kingdon, Anerican: The Unusual, (Thonpson
Wadswort h, 1999). John Kingdon wites a very short but
very insightful analysis of why American denocracy and
society is so different alnost all other denocratic
countries. In doing so he allows readers to | ook at
America in a different and instructive way. In end of
course eval uations students give this book high marks.

Test s: Tests are a conmbination of multiple choice, fill in
t he bl ank, or short answer essays. You are expected to take
the test as scheduled. If circunstances prevent this, and
you notify me ahead of the schedul ed test, arrangenents can
be made for a different test time wthout penalty. Any
student mssing the test on the schedul ed date and who does
not notify ne ahead of the test may still take a nake up
test within a week but will be penalized 15 percent. No
m ssed tests may taken after a week has passed.
Grading is not done on a curve. Rather grades are based on a
straight line scale. 90% and up is an A, 80-89% = B, 70-79%
= C, 60-69%D, 50-59% = D, 50 and belowis an E. | may make
sone mnor changes to this general policy based on overal
cl ass perfornmance.

At t endance and

bonus points:
| do not take attendance, but | wll always provide for
bonus point questions on all tests. The bonus point
guestions and the answers are given during classes and can
only be obtained by attending the class in which the bonus
poi nt question is given. Bonus points can total 10% of
possi bl e points.

Extra Credit: There is no credit available in this class other than
t he bonus points already di scussed so pl ease don’t ask

Contacting the
Pr of essor: I am an adj unct professor and therefore have no canpus
of fice or phone nunber. However, | do want to be avail abl e

3



and accessible. You are welcone to email nme and | wll
respond quickly, within 48 hours. You can also call ne at ny
hone anytinme. If | amnot there (which is usually the case),
| eave a nessage and | will call you back, usually the sane
day. If all else fails you may call ne at work, but | prefer
to have this as a last option. | will nake ny self

avail able after every class for neeting with students al so.
If you miss a class, | strongly encourage you to contact ne
as soon as possible to see what was m ssed. Since ny work
sonetinmes forces me to change the agenda at short noti ce,
consi stent attendance or i mmedi ate contact after mssing a
class is to your definite advantage.

Persons with

disabilities: Persons with disabilities requiring specia
accommodations for the class are encouraged to notify the
instructor at the beginning of the senester. Witten
docunent ati on shoul d be provided and the type of

accommodat i ons needed described. | will gladly work with any
students with disabilities to make the class work. Just |et
me know.



| nport ant
Semest er
Dat es:

Monday, May 30, Menorial Day - no class
Monday July 4, |ndependence Day - no cl ass
Monday July 24, Pioneer Day - no class
Wednesday, May 25 - Last day to drop cl asses
Friday June 3 - Tuition paynent due

Tuesday May 31 - Last day to add cl asses
Tuesday May 31 - Last day to choose CR/ NC
Tuesday, May 17 - Grades avail able on the Wb






